
Course Title: Education System in Ancient India 

Course Code: 

Course Description: 

The course aims to explore the education system in ancient India, including its philosophy, 
methods and institutions. It seeks to understand the objectives of education in fostering moral 
values, character development, and acquiring knowledge. Students will analyze the role of 
ancient Indian universities and their contributions to various disciplines, fostering a holistic 
understanding of ancient Indian education. 

Course Outcome 

• To recall the key features of the education system in ancient India, including its
philosophy, methods, and institutions.

• To comprehend the objectives of education in ancient India and the roles of teachers
and students in the learning process.

• To apply knowledge of the ancient Indian education system to analyze its influence on
contemporary education practices.

• To analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the ancient Indian education system,
considering its cultural context and instructional methods.

• To evaluate the impact of the ancient Indian education system on individual
development, social cohesion, and the preservation of knowledge.

• To synthesize information about the education system in ancient India to propose
adaptations or improvements for modern educational contexts.

LO1: Knowledge of Ancient Indian Education: Students will gain a comprehensive 
understanding of the education system that existed in ancient India, including its 
structure, organization, and methods of instruction. They will learn about the various 
levels of education, the subjects taught, and the role of teachers and students in the 
educational process. 

LO2:Familiarity with Ancient Indian Philosophies of Education: Students will explore 
the philosophical foundations that shaped the education system in ancient India, including 
the principles of holistic development, character formation, and the pursuit of knowledge 
as a means of spiritual growth. They will examine the teachings of prominent 
philosophers and educators, such as Gautama Buddha, Chanakya, and various Vedic 
scholars. 

LO3:Understanding of Curriculum and Pedagogy: Students will examine the curriculum 
and pedagogical methods employed in ancient Indian education. They will learn about the 
emphasis on oral instruction, memorization, and experiential learning. They will also 
explore the use of educational tools and resources, such as texts, manuscripts, and 
instructional aids. 

LO4:Analysis of Educational Institutions: Students will gain insights into the 
organization and functioning of ancient Indian educational institutions, such as gurukulas 



(residential schools) and universities like Nalanda and Taxila. They will understand the 
roles of teachers, students, and administrators, as well as the social and cultural contexts 
in which these institutions operated. 

LO5:Recognition of Social and Cultural Factors: Students will recognize the influence of 
social and cultural factors on ancient Indian education. They will explore the role of caste, 
gender, and socioeconomic status in determining access to education. They will also 
analyze the connection between education, religion, and the preservation of cultural 
traditions. 

LO6:Reflection on Contemporary Education: Through the study of ancient Indian 
education, students will reflect on the relevance and applicability of certain principles and 
practices in the modern education system. They will consider how ancient Indian 
approaches to holistic development, moral education, and the integration of knowledge 
and spirituality can inform current educational discourse and practice. 

1. Introduction to Ancient Indian Education System
1.1 Historical Context and Development of Education in Ancient India
1.2 Key Philosophical and religious influences on Education in Ancient India
1.3 Types of  Educational Institutions in Ancient India

2. Gurukula System and Gurukula Life
2.1 Understanding the Concept of Gurukul and its Significance in Ancient Indian Education
2.2 Roles and responsibilities of teachers (gurus) and students (shishyas) in the Gurukula

system
2.3 Teaching Methods and learning techniques employed in Gurukuls

3. Monastic Education
3.1 Origin and Development of Monastic Education
3.2 Modules of Monastic Institutions
3.3 Methods and Techniques of Teaching and Learning

4. Curriculum and Disciplines of Ancient Indian Education
4.1 Exploration of the diverse disciplines and subjects taught in Ancient Indian Education
4.2 Contributions of Ancient Indian Scholars and their impact on the global knowledge base
4.3 Comparison of Ancient Indian Education with other contemporary educational systems

5. Higher Education and Centres of Learning
5.1 Exploration of higher education institutions and centres of learning in ancient India (such
as Takshashila, Nalanda, Vikramashila, Odantapuri, Sharda Peeth

5.2 Analysis of the advanced subjects taught and their relevance to contemporary times
5.3 Investigation of the factors contributing to Decline of the Ancient Indian Education
System



Suggested Reading 

• Education in Ancient India: Philosophy, Methods, and Institutions, Dr. Alok Kumar,
• Indian Education in Ancient and Early Medieval Periods by R.S. Sharma
• The Gurukul System of Education: A Journey through Time by Devika Rangachari
• Education in Ancient India: From the Vedic Period to the Gupta Age by K.N.

Panikkar
• Education in Ancient India: Brahmacharya to Gurukula by Dr. Radhakrishnan Pillai
• Ancient Indian Education: Brahmanical and Buddhist by Surendra Kumar
• The Indian Tradition of Education: A Historical Survey and Interpretation by R.N.

Sharma
• Buddhist Education in Ancient India by Hari Shankar Prasad
• Indian Education in the Buddhist Period by R.N. Dandekar
• Education in Ancient India: A Historical Perspective by R.P. Tripathi
• पुरातनभारतम�िश�ा, डॉ. देवीप्रसादित्रपाठी, रा�� ीयपु�कट��, भारत
• Bharatiya Shiksha Ka Itihas(भारतीयिश�ाकाइितहास) by Dr. Surendra Kumar Sharma
• Prachin Bharatiya Shiksha (प्राचीनभारतीयिश�ा) by Dr. Anupama Srivastava
• Bharatiya Shiksha Darshan (भारतीयिश�ादश�न) by Dr. Ram Prakash Singh
• Puratan Bharat Mein Shiksha Vyavastha (पुरातनभारतम�िश�ा�व�ा) by Dr. Anil

Kumar Singh
• Prachin Bharat Mein Shiksha Pranali (प्राचीनभारतम�िश�ाप्रणाली) by Dr. Manisha

Chaturvedi
• Bharat Mein Shiksha: Prachin Kaal (भारतम�िश�ा: प्राचीनकाल) by Dr. Kanchan Sharma
• Puratan Bharat Mein Shiksha (पुरातनभारतम�िश�ा) by Dr. Virendra Kumar Mishra
• Prachin Bharat Mein Shiksha (प्राचीनभारतम�िश�ा) by Dr. Shanta Sharma
• Bharatiya Shiksha Parampara (भारतीयिश�ापरंपरा) by Dr. Yogendra Singh


