






Prehistoric Religious Forms 

Course Description: The course explores prehistoric religion and analyses various concepts 

of religion. Students will examine religious practices present in different societies. The course 

also engages with the theories of the origin of religion.  Students will also be able to 

comprehensively understand the approaches to studying religion. 

Course Objectives:  

• Understand the theories of the origin of religion in preliterate societies. 

• Explore the various religious practices in preliterate societies. 

• Analyze the role of the magician, shaman, witchcraft, etc, in the early human 

communities. 

• Develop a comparative framework for understanding religious forms across different 

prehistoric societies. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

• Interpret the role of Religion in early human societies. 

• Understand the key concepts of Animism, Animatism, Shamanism, Totemism, etc. 

• They will analyse the emergence of religion and the conditions responsible for it. 

• Compare the various approaches adopted in the study of religion. 

• Examine the importance of prayers, festivals, sacraments, sacrifices, etc. 

 

 

Unit 1 

 Introduction to Prehistoric Religious Forms: Definition of Religion, Theories of Origin of 

Religion, Religious elements during the Stone Age. 

Unit 2 

Religious Knowledge and Practices: Mana, Ancestor Worship, Magic, Magician, Witchcraft 

and Sorcery, Shamanism, Fetishism, Taboo. 

Unit 3 

Concepts of Religion: Supernatural Beings, Animism, Animatism, Naturism, Theism, 

Polytheism, Henotheism, Deism, Monotheism, Pantheism, and Panentheism. 

Unit 4 

Task and Objectives: Myths, Rituals, Rites of Passage, Sacraments, Prayers, Festivals, 

Sacrifices 

Unit 5 

Approaches to the Study of Religion: Evolutionary, Psychological, Functionalist, 

Structuralist, and Symbolic. 
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