OPEN ELECTIVE

Course Name - HIMALAYAN WILDLIFE ECOLOGY
Course Code —

Course Objectives: This course introduces the students to the ecology and conservation of
Himalayan wildlife, with a focus on the diversity, distribution, adaptation, and threats of the
fauna and flora in this region. The course explores the socio-cultural and economic aspects
of wildlife conservation in the Himalayan context, such as human-wildlife conflicts,
community-based conservation, ecotourism, and policy issues. The student will identify and
describe the major biogeographic zones and wildlife species of the Himalayas. By the end
of this course, the students will be able to analyze the current status and trends of Himalayan
wildlife populations and habitats and able to evaluate the main threats and challenges to
Himalayan wildlife conservation.

Learning Qutcomes: The learning outcome of this course is to develop the students'
knowledge, skills, and attitudes for understanding and addressing the complex and dynamic
issues of Himalayan wildlife ecology and conservation. The course will help the students to:
Enhance their scientific literacy and critical thinking skills in wildlife ecology. Foster their
appreciation and respect for the natural and cultural diversity of the Himalayas and cultivate
their sense of responsibility and commitment for Himalayan wildlife conservation. Apply
the principles and tools of wildlife ecology and conservation to design and implement
effective management strategies for Himalayan wildlife. Communicate effectively about
Himalayan wildlife issues to various audiences using oral, written, and visual media that will
develop skills in field methods, data analysis, and report writing in Himalayan wildlife
ecology.

UNIT -1

Himalayas- Origin and evolution. Diversity of Eastern and Western Himalayas with special
reference to faunal assemblage.

UNIT - 1I

Ecology of high-altitude habitats with special reference to Himalayan Ecosystem. Climate
Change and the Himalayan Ecosystem.

UNIT - IIT

Faunal assemblage, species diversity & abundance in Himalayan ecosystem. Inter species
interaction of major fauna of Himalayan ecosystem

UNIT -1V

High altitude rangelands, pastoralism and wildlife conservation in the Himalayas. Habitat
degradation and habitat loss. Impacts of anthropogenic pressures.

UNIT-V

Human based community conservation approach. Sustainable development practices in
conservation of Himalayan ecology. Role of local communities in conservation. Local and
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cross boundary approaches for Himalayan wildlife conservation and management.
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